
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
• The CONNECT for a Changing Church 
Workshop with Bishop Jimmy Nunn will be 
held on Sunday, April 7 in Inola, OK from 3-7 
pm. Churches that participate will be 
eligible for ministry grants from the Rural/
Smaller Membership Church Commission. If 
you are interested in attending this 
workshop please contact the office.  
 

• We will have the Church Easter Egg Hunt 
at Ted & Patti Bogle’s house this year on 
April 13th. As more details come available 
we will let everyone know. Also, we will be 
hosting a Community Easter Egg Hunt here 
at the church on April 20 from noon-2 pm for 
the Dewey Community. All are welcome to 
join us for an egg hunt, hot dogs, lemonade, 
and games. 
 

• Join us for the Dewey CommUNITY Worship 
Service at New Hope Indian UMC , 910 W 
9th St., on Apr. 28, 2019. Fellowship will start 
at 6 pm and Worship will start at 6:30 pm. 
Join us as a community of faith, united 
under one God. The offering will be used to 
fund college scholarships for deserving 
Dewey HS graduates. This Service is 
sponsored by the Dewey Ministerial 
Association. 
 

• One:10 Youth will be having a Baked 
Potato Fundraiser  Lunch on Sunday, April 
14th immediately after service. The funds 
raised will help with the cost of Camp this 
year. We appreciate your contributions and 
hope that you can join us for lunch. 
 

 

The Bread of Life Food Bank List: 

• Canned Meats 
• Canned Vegetables 
• Canned Fruits (low sugar)  
• Canned Meals (Spaghetti-O’s) 
• Pasta Sauce 
• Pork & Beans 
• Broth/ Stock 
• Canned Soups & Stews 
• Cooking Oil 
• Pasta 
• Rice 
• Saltine Crackers/Seeds/Nuts  
  

 
 

• Gary & Marilyn Foster are celebrating their 
60th wedding anniversary as well as their 
80th birthday’s on Saturday, April 20 from 12
–3 pm at 1113 W 16th St. Grove, OK 74344. 
You may RSVP at 
lindakayfoster65@gmail.com. Everyone is 
welcome to come and celebrate on this 
special day.   
 

• Lets end hunger in Dewey. All throughout 
Lent we will collect canned goods and 
other items for The Bread of Life food pantry. 
See your bulletin insert for a list of needed 
items. 
 

• We have a few copies of the new 
resource Women United For Change: 150 
Years in Mission in the office.  This is the book 
Rev. Dr. Ellen Blue was working on when she 
came to preach on UMW Sunday last year.  
If you would like one, let Jinx know, they are 
$12 each. 
 

• Lost arts: Quilting will continue at 2 pm 
Saturdays. If you would like to be a part, 
contact the office for a list of items needed. 
Clois Benge will lend her expertise on how to 
put together comfy covers. 
 

• Get ready to mark your calendars as we 
start to plan for the Dewey Community 
Vacation Bible School (VBS). “To Mars and 
Beyond, Explore Where God’s Power Can 
Take You”! July 22-25, 6:30-8:30 pm for ages 
3yrs.-5th grade. We will host a pre-VBS party 
on Sunday, July 21, 2019 and we will have 
our program/reception on July 25th at 8 pm. 
This year the First Church of God and New 
Hope Indian UMC will be joining us to host 
the VBS as a community event.  
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  Dewey, OK. 74029 

• Dried Fruits 
• Dry Beans 
• Ramen Noodles 
• Stuffing 
• Mac & Cheese 
• Boxed Meals 
• Instant Potatoes 
• Cornbread Mix 
• Dry Cereal (low sugar) 
• Pancake Mix/ Syrup  
• Rolled Oats 
• Peanut Butter/ Jelly  

Contact Us 

Spirit 

This prayer was composed by the Rev. Michaela Youngson, the 

Methodist Church of Britain.  

An Easter Prayer for United 
Methodists  
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Church Events 

Connection 

Apr. 7 
10 am  Resistance 

Apr. 10 
9 am DMA Meeting @ FCOG 

Apr. 13 
Easter Egg Hunt @ Patti Bogle’s 

Apr. 14 
10 am Confinement 

1:10Youth Baked Potato  
Fundraiser 

Apr. 16 
6 pm UMM 

Apr. 20 
12pm Community Easter Egg  

Hunt 
Apr. 21 

Easter Sunday: You Can’t Kill  
Love 

Apr. 23 
5 pm Food Pantry Meeting 

Apr. 28 
10 am 6 Ways to Sunday:  

Prayer 
6 pm Dewey CommUNITY  

Worship Service 
Weekly Events 
Saturdays 

2 pm Quilting Group 
Sundays 

9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 

6:30 pm Chick-Lits 
Wednesdays 

5 pm One:10 Youth 
6 pm Choir Practice 

 

The sparks cast by your love 
dance and spread and burst 
forth with resurrection light. 
 

Gracious God, 

We praise you for the light of 
new life made possible 
through Jesus. We praise you 
for the light of new life that 
shone on the first witnesses of 
resurrection. We praise you for 
the light of new life that con-
tinues to shine in our hearts to-
day. 
 

We pray that the Easter light of 
life, hope and joy, will live in us 
each day; and that we be 
bearers of that light into the 
lives of others. 
 

Amen. 

Easter is a time of joy and 
renewal. Followers of Jesus 
saw their darkest days 
replaced with the miracle of 
hope and eternal life. 
Christians today take time for 
self-examination and 
reflection during  Lent. “Going 
dark” for a few weeks 
prepares us to fully experience 
those first rays of resurrection 
light on Easter.  
 

Prayer: 
 

When everything was dark 
and it seemed that the sun 
would never shine again, your 
love broke through. 
 

Your love was too strong, too 
wide, too deep for death to 
hold. 



 

Together, We Can End 

Hunger In Dewey 
03/19/2019  

A Message from Pastor Jinx Barber 

 According to the data 

for this area, Dewey has 

3,499 residents, which 

are made up of 1,363 

households, 871 of those 

are considered family 

units.  The numbers are 

pretty straight 

forward.  In 2018, the 

federal poverty line was 

considered a family unit 

2 adults, 2 children, 

earning less than 

$25,100 per year.  In 

Dewey there are 468 

households, 219 of those 

are family units who 

earn $24,999 or less per 

year.  Many of these 

individuals and families 

can qualify for 

assistance, but most of 

the 404 households 

(including 257 families) 

earning between 

$25,000 - $49,999 do 

not.  All of these 872 

households, which 

include 476 families are 

at risk for food insecurity 

according to the 

statistics. 

 When we were casting 

a vision for The Bread Of 

Life Food Pantry, we had  

an idea that working 

together with area 

churches and 

businesses, we could 

make it possible that no 

person in Dewey would 

go to bed hungry.  This 

is no small task, but we 

weren't called to small 

things.  In the Gospel of 

Matthew (25:34-40) 

Jesus points out, in 

verses 35-36, those who 

have done what he 

asked of them "For I was 

hungry and you gave 

me something to eat, I 

was thirsty and you 

gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger 

and you invited me in, I 

needed clothes and 

you clothed me, I was 

sick and you looked 

after me, I was in prison 

and you came to visit 

me." 

 Together, with our 

partners in other area 

churches and 

businesses, we can work 

to end hunger in 

Dewey.  

 All during Lent we are 

collecting food for the  

food pantry. If you want 

to shop, there is a list on 

page 4, if you want to 

donate, we can do the 

shopping for   

you.  While you can 

donate any amount, it 

costs an average of $45 

to feed a family of four 

for a day.  That means if 

you donate $90 dollars, 

you have fed two 

families for a day.  Join 

us as we take on this big 

vision for the health of 

our community.   

April 7– LENT: Holy Solitude: Resistance 

April 14– LENT: Holy Solitude: Confinement 

April 21– Easter Sunday: You Can’t Kill Love 

April 28– 6 Ways to Sunday: Prayer 

6 pm Dewey CommUNITY Worship Service 

 

One:10 Youth will be 
having a Baked Po-
tato Fundraiser  
Lunch on April 14th 
immediately after 
service. The funds 
will help with the 
cost of Camp this 
year. We appreci-
ate your contribu-
tions. 

God Loves You 
A Message from Pastor Jinx 
03/19/19 

 

  
           “God loves you, warts and all.”  Those were 

the words that would turn my world upside 

down.  Those were the words that changed, and 

ultimately saved my life.  CH (Maj) Leonard Higgins 

had been my Chaplain and I had been his 

Chaplains Assistant for years.  We had grown close 

as professionals, and as friends.  We sat and cried to 

each other, at a picnic table in Ft. Hood, TX, about 

what we were going through.  He was going through 

struggles with his health, fatherhood, and 

deployment; I was already mourning the loss of my 

livelihood and career in the Army, as I would be 

separated from the Army within weeks due to PTSD. 

            I had walked away from the church at a 

young age; I had avidly studied world religions and 

felt comfortable outside the church.  I believed in 

God, but I had stopped believing in God’s people, 

the church, a long time ago.  I grew up in a 

conservative faith tradition where God was to be 

feared.  My experience with the church had not 

been healthy either, and I avoided any interaction 

with church people for many years.  That was, until I 

enlisted in the Army as a Chaplains Assistant.  Those 

chaplains I served with, for the most part, were the 

most authentic people of faith I had ever met.  They 

understood my call to ministry before I ever did, and 

they showed me that Christians’ could be loving 

people who could be trusted, even with my pain 

and vulnerability.  Through them, I began to see and 

experience God differently than I ever had 

previously.  

  It has been a long journey for me from that 

picnic table to where I am today; and I only mention 

that story because people do not experience God 

solely in the vacuum of reading the Bible, or 

attending worship at a designated time.  They mostly 

experience God at work in the world, as I did, 

through others.  And through others, as I 

experienced God, I came to know God in a far 

different way than I had as a child.  

 God was no longer an angry and 

demanding God, and Jesus didn’t come to save me 

from God’s wrath while the Holy Spirit was nowhere 

to be seen.  I now see God as bigger than I ever did 

before.  Not only is God a loving creator, a perfect 

architect, omnipotent, and unbound by the 

constraints of time and space that he created.  But, 

he is made present to us through the Holy Spirit who 

pervades the very fabric of the universe and is a 

sustaining and inspiring force.  And  

 

God who ultimately revealed himself through Je-

sus, not only as a sacrifice, but also as prophet, 

priest, Lord and savior.   

            I know the steps of the journey that led me 

to that moment in my life, at that picnic table.  I 

know the shame and guilt I felt, because I knew I 

could never be good enough to please God; be-

cause I thought Christians were supposed to be 

perfect, unquestioning, and never have a doubt. 

Unfortunately, I am not alone in having bad expe-

riences with Christians inside or outside the 

church.  Nor am I alone in having misconceptions 

about the church in general, or what it means to 

be a Christian.  I find that God seeks us more than 

we seek God.  I see evidence that God yearns for 

us to return to a loving relationship, with our crea-

tor, and with each other.  Because of this, I feel a 

special calling to seek authentic relationships with 

those who identify as unchurched and 

dechurched.  I also see how this calling helps me 

to be a better pastor to my own congregation 

through a ministry of authentic presence.   

            In ministry with both churched and un-

churched people, I have seen God at work in 

ways I could never have anticipated.  I have seen 

lives redeemed, marriages renewed, and families 

reunited; all because someone cared to sit across 

a table and say, “God loves you, warts and 

all.”  Being in ministry has allowed me to forge 

those authentic relationships with people who 

would normally feel they were far from God, to let 

them know they have sacred worth, and to walk 

with them on their journey of faith; so they can 

come to know the God that loves them just as 

they are, but loves them too much to let them 

remain at that picnic table. 


