
Christmas Outreach is more than just a gift-giving event. It changes 

lives, both for the givers and for the receivers. 

Christmas Outreach 
Really Reaches Out 

   This year’s Pie & Silent Auction raised 

$7,475 for Christmas Outreach. 

   What this means is that around 50 kids in 

Dewey will receive a nice Christmas, 

including gifts of toys and clothes.  

   Not only that, but we’ll give each family a 

Christmas ham and one to two boxes of 

groceries to help with a holiday meal. 

   Our church volunteers will have the 

opportunity to shop, wrap, and distribute 

these blessings to the families. 

   While many organizations help with 

Christmas, Dewey UMC’s outreach is a little 

different than most. First, we identify 

children that we’d like to help. Instead of 

LOST ARTS 
   It seems that these days, everything is automated. Rarely do we make things “from scratch” or 

work with our hands. The original processes of creating—from food to clothing to tools—are 

being lost. We would love to bring some of those lost arts and crucial methods back. 

   If you have a skill that you’d like to share (or one that you would like to learn) that would be 

considered a “lost art” - something people don’t do much of anymore, but should - please sign up 

on your Connection Card. Lost arts might include sewing, quilting, woodworking, car repair, 

baking, canning, fly tying, and more. If you don’t feel comfortable teaching, no problem! This 

will be a group effort, so you’ll just be there to help out! 

leaving it up to an announcement in the 

news or social media, our church has chosen 

to use our resources inside the schools of 

Dewey to find families who really struggle 

and who need assistance during the 

Christmas season. 

   We then invite our members and attendees 

to help in many significant ways. Each child 

has an in-depth profile that includes clothing 

and shoe sizes along with their favorite 

colors, likes, dislikes, preferences, and 

wishes.  

   This year marks the 22nd year that our 

church will participate in this amazing 

ministry. 
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Spirit 
connection 

Church Events 
Oct. 7  

Fear & Faith: FEAR! 
2-4 pm Picnic in the Park  

Oct. 7-13  
Family Promise 

Oct. 9 
5-7 pm United Methodist Men 

Chili & Soup Supper 
Oct. 14  

Fear & Faith: & doubt  
Oct. 15 

Wesley Foundation Golf Tourn. 
Oct. 18  

7 pm Dewey Prayer Meeting 
Oct. 20 

1-3 pm Children’s Harvest Party 
@Bogle Home 

Oct. 21  
Fear & Faith: & holding on 

Oct. 28 
Fear & Faith: & faith  

Oct. 31 
Trunk or Treat 

 
WEEKLY EVENTS 
Sundays 

9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 

6:30 pm Chick-Lits  
Wednesdays 

5 pm One:10 Youth 
6 pm Choir Practice 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children, 

obey your parents in all things. 

Colossians 3:20 

THE COMPASS AND 

THE HORIZON 
A Message from Bishop Jimmy Nunn 

As my plane flew into the clouds and we lost sight of the 
ground below or the sky above, I thought about a World War 
II pilot.  

After fulfilling his service to the country, Bill became a pilot 
trainer. He loved to talk, especially about flying airplanes. 

On more than one occasion, Bill would say that he could 
completely disorient me if I would allow him to blindfold 
me, seat me in a chair, and spin the chair around three times. 

I never let him try that. I took his word that anyone who 

undergoes that experience will become disoriented and 
lose all sense of direction. 

Bill said that flying into a cloud bank was like being 
blindfolded and sitting in that spinning chair. As we 
entered the cloud bank, I hoped we would soon rise above 
it. I also hoped the pilot was not blindfolded and that his 
chair was securely fixed in position. I did not relish the 
thought of a blindfolded, spinning pilot. 

We quickly soared above the clouds and enjoyed a carefree 
flight. 

But I remembered why Bill loved to talk about that story. 
He said that every pilot had to rely on two instruments and 
those instruments were not eyes and ears. He said a pilot 
had to rely on a compass and horizon to safely fly, 
especially in a cloud bank.                               

 (cont. below) 

 (cont. from above) 

 

The compass is an instrument I understand. It always points 
to the north. Once I know where true north is located, I can 
easily determine the direction I am facing and the way I need 
to go. 

As a young person, I prided myself with a good sense of 
direction. But I grew up in wide-open spaces. The position of 
the sun or the moon served as my compass. When it is 
cloudy, when I am in the mountains, or when I am among the 
skyscrapers of the city, I am lost without a compass. 

The horizon is an instrument I am less familiar with. The 
horizon shows the relative position to the ground. It is 
another instrument that I have taken for granted, since I grew 
up in an area where I could see to the very edge of the 
horizon. The force of gravity is the only horizon most of us 
will ever need. 

But as my friend Bill said, “without a horizon, you might 
be flying upside down and not even know it.” 

We face storms and challenges in life. Do we prefer the 
instruments we call our eyes and ears to navigate life? The 
compass and horizon are simply metaphors for the spiritual 
resources that mark our direction and define our life 
relative to the realities around us. 

When the disciples were about to sink during a storm, they 
used their eyes and ears to survive. They saw Jesus 
sleeping during the crisis and woke him asking, “Do you 
not care if we die?” 

Jesus is the compass and horizon. 

What instruments are you using to navigate life? 



Well, I will have officially been here a year on October 
15.  Happy Anniversary!  Time has really sped by us, so 
the old adage is really true; time flies when you are having 
fun!  I do not know if you have noticed many changes 
around you this year, but there have been quite a 
few.  There are new faces, new opportunities and even new 
challenges.  There are also some things that are seemingly 
constant that we have come to expect. 

When I first arrived in Dewey, one of the things I talked 
about was the difference between a culture of scarcity and 
the culture of abundance.  I told the story of a church that 
was dying because of austerity and fear, but when it 
decided to go out with a bang, they not only didn't die, 
they blossomed into a new thriving church.  I want to be 
clear, this is no prosperity gospel.  This is the reality of the 
kingdom. 

When we cut back on our dreams, our ministries, and our 
outreach because we are fearful of not having enough, 
people see that.  As a former marketer, I can tell you that 
people want to be on a winning team and they will jump 
ship if they feel their team has been losing for too 
long.  Once people jump ship, the natural tendency is to 
cut back more, and it creates a spiral of loss.  I have been 
in those churches, I have consulted for churches in those 
places.  It is hard when every day brings bad news, every 
day seems like a new death. 

Thank goodness, we are not in that place!  When I look at 

our church, I see new life every where I look.  It seems that 
we are celebrating something all the time lately; whether it 
is a new member, a renovated nursery, a different way to 
do worship, or new life in the form of a baby.  We even 
grew over the summer, which we are taught, never 
happens.   

I see neat new things going on a lot more than I would 
expect.  And, as I have said before, pastors at larger 
churches are trying to figure out how we are doing it 
all.  Currently we are looking into two new ministries, a 
food pantry and Dinner Church, both will help address 
food insecurity in our community, and they will help us to 
become more ingrained in the daily lives of the people 
who may not yet know Jesus as we do; through our actions 
we can show them that God loves them, and that DUMC is 
a great place to call home. 

Yes, we will still have tight budgets.  Yes, we are still 
looking for help in paying our apportionments (and if you 
want to see me without a beard, help us get to our goal by 
11/30).  But, those struggles are manageable because we 
are on a winning team, and I am proud of all you are doing 
to make the kingdom of God a reality in Dewey and 
beyond. 

Rev. Jinx M. Barber, MDiv, GDBL 

Pastor 

Change is Good 
And You All Do it Right 
A Message from  
Pastor Jinx Barber 



5-10-Link Rule 
Have you ever stood around among a bunch of people who you didn’t know but 
who knew each other? You might feel so out-of-place that you give up and walk 
away. While this is unlikely to happen at such a friendly church as ours, it’s not 
unheard-of for it to happen in a church setting. 

Here’s a rule to help us make sure no goes unnoticed on Sunday morning (or any 
time we gather). It’s called the 5-10-Link Rule. 

5 
Five minutes before worship and five minutes after worship, pay special attention to 
who is around you that you don’t know. These are the most important five minutes 
of the worship service for a guest. It will determine the entire future of their 
experience with our church. We have a tendency to hang out with friends during 
these two five-minute periods. Hanging out with friends isn’t a bad thing, but can it 
wait five minutes? That’s really not a very big cost for making sure a guest feels 
welcome. 

10 
Your “guest radar” should be set to at least ten feet around you. You don’t have to 
“work the entire room.” It can feel overwhelming to try to take in that many people. 
Even if you know almost everyone in the church, it can be a little overwhelming. 
But you don’t need to do that much (unless you’re uniquely gifted with 
hospitality!). Just pay attention to who is sitting or walking within ten feet of 
you. Invite that person into your conversation. 

Link 
So you’ve paid attention during the five minutes before worship begins and the first 
five minutes after worship is over, and you noticed someone you didn’t know 
walking within ten feet of you. You reached out and introduced yourself and started 
up a conversation. In the midst of that conversation you come to find out that this 
guy lives in Holt and has a teenage boy who goes to Holt High School.  Now is your 
opportunity to LINK that person to someone else you know who lives in Holt and 
has a teenage boy in Holt High School.  

Say, “Hey, Tony Argenta has two teenagers who are in Holt High School.  Let me 
introduce you to him.” Then walk him over, make the introduction, and help get the 
conversation going. If you forgot his name on the way over, simply say, “Have you 
met Tony?”  Then wait…wait…wait…There is a script that Tony will live into if 
you wait. He will reach out his hand and introduce himself. “Hi, my name’s 
Tony.”  Your guest will then introduce himself back. “Hi, my name’s 
John.”  LINK! 

The fall is a key period when people look for a church. Make sure that every guest 

who joins us on Sunday morning is welcomed with the 5-10-Link rule.  

Upcoming Events 
Chili & Soup Supper ● Oct. 9  

The United Methodist Men will host a Chili & Soup Supper 5-7 pm this Tuesday as a 

fundraiser for Christmas Outreach. This event raises money for hams to be given to 

families, so please plan to attend—and give generously. 

Children’s Harvest Party ● Oct. 20  

This annual event will be 1-3 pm at the Bogle Family Home. If you need directions, 

please contact Patti, Marilyn, or Ted– or inquire at the church office. Dress for the 

outdoors and plan for a cookout, games, and more. All ages are welcome. 

Trunk or Treat ● Oct. 31  

Dewy UMC participates in Trunk or Treat in downtown Dewey, which is usually 

scheduled on Halloween. We need donations of bags of candy (individually wrapped) to 

hand out to the kiddos. If you’d also like to participate, mark your calendar! 

Do you know someone who is stuck at home 

or at a nursing home, hospital, college, or 

even jail?  

Would that person benefit from personal notes 

from caring church members? If so, please let 

the church office know and we’ll add them to 

this list: 

 

Carol Shriver 

2300 SE 28th St., Rm. 211 

Bentonville, AR  72712 

 

Jeanette Stone 

Pleasant Valley Nursing 

1120 Illinois St., Rm. 45B 

Muskogee, OK  74403 

 

Shannon Williams 

409 S. Moore Ave. 

Dewey, OK  74029 

918-331-7861 

 

Kali Adams 

Box 712  

340 W. 1st St., Rm. 712 

Norman, OK  73072 

479-236-0994 

 

Send a card or note to let them know you’re 

thinking of them. If you need a card and/or 

stamp, we have extras in the church office. 

CARDS & LETTERS 


